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AREA FILE OF THE NAVAL RECORDS COLLECTION
1775-1910

On the k^Lh rolls of this microfilm publication are reproduced
unbound records assembled by the Office of Naval Records and Library
and known as an Area File of the Naval Records Collection. Most of the
documents reproduced in this microcopy are dated between 1775 and 1910,
but a few documents, mostly of English origin, are dated as early as
16̂ 8. They are a part of Record Group ̂ 5, Naval Records Collection of
the Office of Naval Records and Library.

The Naval Records Collection was begun in 1882 when the Library
of the Navy Department was placed in the newly created Office of Naval
Intelligence. At that time the Librarian started to collect documents
relating to the Civil War in order to publish them. Publication began
in 189̂  and finally culminated in the Official Records of the Union
and Confederate Navies in the War of the Rebellion (Washington, 189̂ -
1927). This activity resulted in the separation of the Library into
two units, namely, the Library itself and the Naval War Record Office,
collectively known as the Office of Library and Naval War Records.
The Naval War Record Office was responsible for collecting documents
from all possible sources containing information about Union and Con-
federate naval participation in the war. Among such documents were
those obtained from naval officers who accumulated them while in com-
mand of squadrons or single vessels, and also those obtained from pri-
vate sources, especially in the case of Confederate documents. In
instances where documents could be obtained only on loan it was neces-
sary to make copies. The individual documents that were donated and
the copies of those obtained on loan became a permanent part of the
Naval Records Collection, and eventually most of them were placed in
the Area File. Bound volumes that were donated were placed in other
parts of the .Collection. Shortly after 1889, when the Office was '
placed directly under the Secretary of the Navy, most of the bound rec-
ords of the Secretary's Office, all of which were dated before 1886,
were transferred to it. (After 1885 the main series of correspondence
of the Secretary's Office were not bound.) This addition greatly in-
creased the record holdings of the Office of Library and Naval War
Records and made it the major archival unit of the Navy Department.

In the early 1900's the Office of Library and Naval War Records
began to collect some of the older records of the bureaus. For example,
in 190U an act provided that all naval records in the executive de-
partments relating to personnel and operations from 1798 to the Civil
War be transferred to the Secretary of the Navy. In 1906 a similar
act required the transfer of all records relating to public and private
vessels engaged in the Revolutionary War. It was found, however, that
very few documents of the Revolutionary War period were in Federal
custody. In 1913 a" act authorized the collection of Revolutionary
military and naval records, and the funds allotted to the Navy Depart-
ment were used to photostat selected records in I4assachusetts, Virginia,



and North Carolina. Most of these photostats were eventually placed
in the Area File and are reproduced in this microcopy.

In 1915 the Office was given the name of Office of Naval Records
and Library—a name it retained until 19̂ 6. In 1919 it was reassigned
to the Office of Naval Intelligence, which in 1915 had become a part
of the newly established Office of the Chief of Naval Operations.
About the same time a Historical Section was organized, under the Chief
of Naval Operations, for the purpose of eventually disposing of the
huge accumulation of naval records in Adm. William S. Sims' headquar-
ters in London. Its responsibility was to select and arrange records
relating to United States naval participation in World War I and to
prepare monographs for publication. The officer in charge of the
Historical Section was simultaneously placed in charge of the Office
of Naval Records and Library, with the result that the work of the two
units was merged. An outcome of the work done was that a huge addition
was made to the holdings of the Naval Records Collection when the rec-
ords selected in London were transferred to Washington. During this
postwar period many other documents or copies thereof relating to naval
history were acquired, both from public sources, including the Navy
Department itself, and from private sources.

The arrangement of the records selected in London followed the
general principles of the British archive system for historical naval
records. The basis of the system was to select individual documents
for preservation, rather than entire series, and then to give the se-
lected documents a new arrangement. As most of the documents selected
concerned naval operations and engagements, with the thought that they
would best reflect the role of the Navy, an arrangement by geographical
area, according to the content or origin of a document, was decided on.
Within each area arrangement was chronological. Some documents obvi-
ously could not be fitted into this scheme, however, and had to be
placed in a separate file arranged by subject. The "area" and "subject"
files assembled in London related, of course, primarily to the World
War I period, but the inclusive dates eventually given them by the
Office of Naval Records and Library are 1911-27.

In 192̂  serious work was begun on arranging the unbound records
of earlier date that had been accumulating ever since 1882. By that
time it had been decided to apply to them the same general principles
of arrangement that vrere applied to those of the World War I period.
The resulting "area file" of records dating through 1910, arranged
chronologically under eight defined "areas/' is reproduced in this
microcopy. The areas are numbered from k to 11; areas 1, 2, and 3
possibly having been reserved but not used. (Descriptions and a map
of areas are at the end of these introductory remarks.) Documents
originally filed in areas k to 8 that relate to the Confederate Wavy
and that were separated by the Rational Archives from the main file
are reproduced on the last 5 rolls. The latter documents were separated
to facilitate searches for information on the Confederate Wavy inas-
much as existing documentation on the subject is scarce and often



incomplete. There is no certainty, however, that all pertinent docu-
ments were removed from the main file. The chronological arrangement
of the separated documents within the numbered areas has not been changed,
but together they form a separate "Confederate Navy" file.

The documents in this Area File are quite varied in. origin. Many
are original incoming letters and press and other copies of outgoing
letters taken from the correspondence series of the Office of the Sec-
retary of the Navy (regularly found in Record Group 80, General Records
of the Department of the Navy) and of the Bureau of Navigation (regu-
larly found in Record Group 2k, Records of the Bureau of Naval Personnel)
Many originals of telegrams and cablegrams received are included, as
well as copies of those sent. Some documents are from the semiofficial
correspondence of naval officers donated by them or by their families.
As noted earlier, many copies of documents obtained on loan that were
prepared for possible publication in the Official Records of the Union
and Confederate Navies in the War of the Rebellion were later placed in
the file. These are typewritten copies and bear stamps showing the
origin of the original documents and other data in regard to their tran-
scription. The stamp "C.N.W.R." on original documents indicates their
possible use in that publication. In the file are also many photostatic
or typewritten copies of documents from other record collections, such
as personal papers relating to naval affairs in the custody of the
Library of Congress, and the Revolutionary War documents, already men-
tioned, that were photostated as a result of the appropriation made by
Congress in 1913- Some documents were obtained by dismantling dilapi-
dated or poorly assembled volumes and binders . Documents were added to
the file as late as

Sometimes the source of a document is indicated by a stamp showing
file data. Often, however -, there is no means of ascertaining the
official or private origin of a document or learning about any related
documents. The records of unknown origin in the file, and the records
known to have been created by foreign governments and by private citi-
zens, are presumed to have had no connection with any unit of the Navy
Department other than the Office of Naval Records and Library.

If a searcher has; used indexes or registers of the Bureau of Navi-
gation or the Office of the Secretary of the Navy to obtain information
about a particular document and yet has not been able to find it in the
correspondence series where it should appear, he may find that it is in
the Aree File . Even then a searcher may have to look in more than one
"area" because of possible differences in interpretation on the part of
individual classification clerks in assigning documents to areas. Also,
in some instances the date of a document is not necessarily the date
under which it is filed; the date of the event described may be the
determining factor. The desired document is usually found nearby, how-
ever, because the documents in this Area File relate chiefly to occur-
rences and conditions in definite places for periods of not more than
a .few days .



A card index to the Area File for the period 1775 to about 1815,
prepared by the Office of Naval Records and Library, is in the National
Archives. It is mainly a name index to names of persons and ships.
It has not been microfilmed.

It should be clearly understood that the date coverage given for
each roll does not imply full coverage for the period. There are many
gaps not only of months but of years for which there are no documents.
For instance, Roll 21, which covers the period July 1869 to December
1887, contains no documents for the years 1872, l£>7k, 1877, 1879-81,
1884, and 1886.

In filming these records, any notations that may be on the reverse
side of a basic document or on detachable slips of paper immediately
precede the document. The notations may be endorsements or they may
give other information, such as file numbers or statements as to where
additional or related records may be found.

Some of the papers reproduced in this microcopy are, as has been
noted, of private origin. The fact that they were donated to the Col-
lection or that copies of them were made for it is not believed to
divest their original owners of any literary property rights in them.
Anyone, therefore, who publishes them in whole or in part without per-
mission of their owners may be held liable for infringement of such
literary property rights. In some instances, a statement regarding
literary property rights appears in writing, sometimes on the face of
a document, sometimes on the reverse side, and sometimes as a separate
attachment. As with other notations, such statements are filmed im-
mediately preceding the document if they do not appear on its face.

The following descriptions of the geographic areas upon which this
Area File is based, along with a map showing area boundary lines for
areas k to 10, are included as an aid in locating specific documents.

Ajre_a_J+--The greater part of the Atlantic Ocean (North and South),
bounded on the west in the Korth Atlantic by longitude 50°, and on the
east in the South Atlantic by longitude 20° below Africa. The area
also includes the Arctic Ocean as far east as longitude 80° above
Siberia, and inland bodies of water, such as the Mediterranean and
Black Seas and tributary waters. It extends north and south to include
Arctic and Antarctic regions.

Area 5--The Mississippi River and its tributaries within the zone
of Civil War operations. Limited to the Civil War period.

Area_6--The Gulf of Mexico, bounded on the east by a line drawn
from Key West due south to Cuba and thence southwest to the Yucatan
peninsula. Limited to the Civil War period.



Area 7—The North Atlantic Ocean west of longitude 50° (Area k)
and bounded on the south by a line drawn from Cape Lookout, N. C., to
Bermuda and thence due east to longitude 50°. Navigable rivers and
the Great Lakes are included. The northern limits of this area are
not clearly defined.

Area 8—The Atlantic Ocean off the southeast coast of the United
States, bounded on the east by longitude 50°. It is directly south of
Area 7 and extends through the Caribbean region and west to include
the Gulf of Mexico, except for the Civil War period, during which the
Gulf is separate as Area 6. The Mississippi River and its tributaries
comprise Area 5 during the Civil War period.

Area 9~The Pacific Ocean east of longitude 180°, extended north
and south to include Arctic and Antarctic regions.

Area 10—The Pacific Ocean west of longitude 180°, extended west-
ward to include the Indian Ocean. It also includes Arctic and Ant-
arctic regions not included in Areas k and 9«

Area, 11—This is not a geographical area in the same sense as
Areas ̂ -10. It was set up to cover documentation relating to the Navy
Department and other executive agencies in Washington, D. C.
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the zone of Civil War operations. Limited to the Civil
War period.

Area 6—The Gulf of Mexico, bounded on the east by a line
drawn from Key West due south to Cuba and thence south-
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Roll

1
2
3
4

6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
IT
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46

CONTENTS

Roll Area, Inclusive Dates

AREA 4
1775-76
1777-78
1779-1804
1805-15
1816-31
1832
Jan.-Mar. 1833
Apr.-Dec. 1833
Jan.-June 1834
July-Dec. 1834
Jan.-Sept. 1835
Oct. 1835-Dec. 1846
Jan. 1847-Sept. 1848
Oct. 1848-Sept. 1850
Oct. 1850-Apr. 1854
May 1854-Dec. 1857
Jan. 1858-July i860

i860-Dec. 1865
1866-Sept. 1868
1868-June 1869

July 1869-Dec. 1887
Jan. 1888-Mar. 1889
Apr. 1889-June 1890
July 1890-June 1892
July 1892-Sept. 1893
Oct.-Dec. 1893
Jan.-June 1894
July 1894-June 1895
July-Dec. 1895
1896
Jan.- June 1897
July-Dec. 1897
Jan.-May 1898
June-Dec. 1898
Jan.-June 1899
July-Dec. 1899
Jan.-June 1900
July-Oct. 1900
Nov. 1900-June 1901
July 1901-Mar. 1902
Apr.-Oct. 1902
Nov. 1902-July 1903
Aug. 1903-July 1904
Aug. 190k- Dec. 1906
Jan. 1907-Dec. 1908
Jan. 1909-Dec. 1910

47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54

55
56
57
58
59
60

61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82̂
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90

AREA 5
May 1861- Mar. 1862
Apr. -June 1862
July-Oct. 1862
Nov. 1862- Feb. 1863
Mar. -June 1863
July-Dec. 1863
Jan. -May 1864
June 1864-Nov. 1865

AREA 6
Jan . - July 1861
Aug. -Dec. 1861
Jan. -Apr. 1862
May 1862- Feb. 1863
Mar. 1863- Feb. 1864
Mar. 1864-Dec. 1865

AREA 7
Jan. -May 1775
June- Dec. 1775
Jan. -Apr. 1776
May- Aug. 1776
Sept. -Dec. 1776
Jan. -Apr. 1777
May-Oct. 1777
Nov. 1777- July 1778
Aug. 1778-Mar. 1779
Apr. -July 1779
Aug. -Dec. 1779
Jan. -Dec. 1780
Jan. 1781- Dec. 1783
Feb. 1784- Dec. 1809
Jan. 1810-Dec. 1812
Jan. 1813- May l8l4
June I8l4-Dec. 1815
Jan. 1816- Dec. 1837
Jan. 1838- Dec. 1845
Jan. 1846-Dec. 1849
Feb. 1850- Dec. i860
Jan. -July l86l
Aug. -Oct. 1861
Nov. 1861- Feb. 1862
Mar. -Apr. 1862
May- June 1862
July-Dec. 1862
Jan. -June 1863
July-Dec. 1863
Jan. -June 1864



Roll Area, Inclusive Dates Roll Area, Inclusive Dates

91 July-Oct. 1864
92 Nov.-Dec. 1864
93 Jan.-Mar. 1865
94 Apr.-Dec. 1865
95 Jan. 1866-Apr. 188?
96 May-Sept. 1887
97 Oct. 1887-Mar. 1888
98 Apr.-Aug. 1888
99 Sept.-Dec. 1888
100 Jan.-May 1889
101 June-Aug. 1889
102 Sept.-Oct. 1889
103 Nov. 1889-Feb. 1890
104 Mar.-June 1890
105 July-Aug. 1890
106 Sept.-Dec. 1890
107 Jan.-Apr. 1891
108 May-Sept. 1891
109 Oct. 1891-Apr. 1892
110 May-Oct. 1892
111 Nov. 1892-Apr. 1893
112 May-July 1893
113 Aug.-Oct. 1893
114 Nov. 1893-Mar. 1894
115 Apr.-July 189̂
116 Aug.-Dec. 189̂
117 Jan.-June 1895
118 July-Sept. 1895
119 Oct.-Dec. 1895
120 Jan.-June 1896
121 July-Oct. 1896
122 Nov. 1896-Mar. 1897
123 Apr-May 1897
124 June-July 1897
125 Aug.-Sept. 1897
126 Oct.-Nov. 1897
127 Dec. 1897-Feb. 1898
128 Mar. 1898
129 Apr. 1898
130 May 1898
131 June 1898
132 July 1898
133 Aug. 1898
13̂  Sept. 1898
135 Oct. 1898
136 Nov.-Dec. 1898
137 Jan.-Feb. 1899

138 Mar.-Apr. 1899
139 May-June 1899
140 July-Aug. 1899
141 Sept.-Oct. 1899
142 Nov.-Dec. 1899
143 Jan.-Apr. 1900
144 May 1900
145 June 1900
146 July-Aug. 1900
147 Sept.-Oct. 1900
148 Nov.-Dec. 1900
149 Jan.-Feb. 1901
150 Mar.-Apr. 1901
151 May-June 1901
152 July-Aug. 1901
153 Sept.-Oct. 1901
15̂  Nov.-Dec. 1901
155 Jan.-Mar. 1902
156 Apr.-May 1902
157 June-July 1902
158 Aug. 1902
159 Sept. 1902
160 Oct. 1902
161 Nov.-Dec. 1902
162 Jan.-Apr. 1903
3.63 May-June 1903
164 July 1903
165 Aug. 1903
166 Sept.-Oct. 1903
167 Nov.-Dec. 1903
168 Jan.-Apr. 1904
169 May-July 1904
170 Aug.-Oct. 1904
171 Nov.-Dec. 1904
172 Jan.-Apr. 1905
173 May-June 1905
174 July 1905
175 Aug. 1905
176 Sept.-Oct. 1905
177 Nov.-Dec. 1905
178 Jan.-Mar. 1906
179 Apr-May 1906
180 June-July 1906
181 Aug. 1906
182 Sept.-Oct. 1906
183 Nov-Dec. 1906
184 Jan—Mar. 1907



Roll Area, Inclusive Dates Roll Area, Inclusive Dates

185 Apr.-May 1907
186 June-July 190?
18T Aug.-Sept. 1907
188 Oct.-Nov. 1907
189 Dec. 1907-Apr. 1908
190 May-July 1908
191 Aug.-Oct. 1908
192 Nov. 1908-Feb. 1909
193 Mar.-June 1909
194 July-Aug. 1909
195 Sept.-Oct. 1909
196 Nov.-Dec. 1909
197 Jan.-Apr. 1910
198 May-Dec. 1910

AREA 8
1775-99
1800-16
1817-46
Jan.-Dec. 1847
Jan. 1848-Dec. 1849
Jan. 1850-Dec. i860
Jan. 1861-July 1862
Aug. 1862-July 1863
Aug.-Oct. 1863
Nov. 1863-Feb. 1864
Mar.-Oct. 1864
Nov.-Dec. 1864
Jan.-Dec. 1865
Jan. 1866-Dec. 1887
Jan.-Sept. 1888
Oct. 1888-June 1889
July 1889-Feb. 1890

216 Mar. 1890-Mar. 1891
217 Apr. 1891-Aug. 1892
218 Sept. 1892-Mar. 1893
219 Apr. 1893-Apr. 1894
220 May-Dec. 1894
221 Jan.-Aug. 1895
222 Sept. 1895-Dec. 1896
223 Jan.-Apr. 1897
224 May-Oct. 1897
225 Nov. 1897-Jan. 1898
226 Feb. 1898
227 Mar. 1898
228 Apr. 1898
229 May 1-15, 1898
230 May 16-31, 1898

231 June 1-15, 1898
232 June 16-30, 1898
233 July 1-5, 1898
234 July 6-15, 1898
235 July 16-21, 1898
236 July 22-31, 1898
237 Aug. 1-10, 1898
238 Aug. 11-31, 1898
239 Sept.-Oct. 1898
240 Nov.-Dec. 1898
241 Jan. 1899
242 Feb. 1899
24? Mar. 1899
244 Apr. 1899
245 May 1899
246 June-July 1899
247 Aug.-Sept. 1899
248 Oct.-Dec. 1899
249 Jan.-Feb. 1900
250 Mar.-Apr. 1900
251 May-June 1900
252 July-Dec. 1900
253 Jan.-Feb. 1901
254 Mar.-Apr. 1901
255 May-Aug. 1901
256 Sept.-Dec. 1901
257 Jan.-Mar. 1902
258 Apr.-July 1902
259 Aug.-Sept. 1902
260 Oct.-Nov. 1902
261 Dec. 1902-Jan. 1903
262 Feb.-Mar. 1903
263 Apr.-Sept. 1903
264 Oct.-Dec. 1903
265 Jan.-Feb. 1904
266 Mar.-Apr. 1904
267 May-Oct. 1904
268 Nov. 1904-Feb. 1905
269 Mar.-May 1905
270 June-Dec. 1905
271 Jan.-Mar. 1906
272 Apr.-July 1906
273 Aug.-Oct. 1906
274 Nov. 1906-Feb. 1907
275 Mar.-Apr. 1907
276 May-Dec. 1907
277 Jan.-May 1908

10



Roll Area, Inclusive Dates Roll Area, Inclusive Dates

278 June-Nov. 1908
279 Dec. 1908-Apr. 1909
280 May-Dec. 1909
281 Jan.-Dec. 1910

AREA 9
282 Apr. I8l4-Dec. 1845
283 Jan.-Aug. 1846
284 Sept. 1846-Feb. 1847
285 Mar. 1847-Mar. 1848
286 Apr. 1848-May 1855
287 June 1855-Dec. 1859
288 Jan.-Sept. i860
289 Oct. l86o-0ct. 1866
290 Jan. 1867-May 1887
291 June-Oct. 1887
292 Nov. 1887-Mar. 1888
293 Apr.-Aug. 1888
294 Sept.-Dec. 1888
295 Jan.-May 1889
296 June-Dec. 1889
297 Jan.-July 1890
298 Aug.-Dec. 1890
299 Jan.-May 1891
300 June-Sept. 1891
301 Oct. 1891-Mar. 18̂ 2
302 Apr.-June 1892
303 July-Oct. 1892
304 Nov. 1892-May 1893
305 'June-Sept. 1893
306 Oct. 1893-Mar. 1894
307 Apr.-May 1894
308 June 1894
309 July 1894
310 Aug.-Sept. 1894
311 Oct. 1894-Feb. 1895
312 Mar.-Aug. 1895
313 Sept.-Dec. 1895
314 Jan.-May 1896
315 June-Oct. 1896
316 Nov. 1896-Mar. 1897
317 Apr.-Sept. 1897
318 Oct.-Dec. 1897
319 Jan.-Apr. 1898
320 May-Sept. 1898
321 Oct. 1898-Apr. 1899
322 May-Sept. 1899
323 Oct. 1899-Mar. 1900

324 Apr.-July 1900
325 Aug.-Dec. 1900
326 Jan.-June 1901
327 July-Dec. 1901
328 Jan.-June 1902
329 July-Dec. 1902
330 Jan.-July 1903
331 Aug. 1903-Mar. 1904
332 Apr.-Sept. 1904
333 Oct. 1904-May 1905
331*- June-Dec. 1905
335 Jan.-Oct. 1906
336 Nov. 1906-Apr. 1907
337 May-Oct. 1907
338 Nov. 1907-Feb. 1908
339 Mar.-Apr. 1908
340 May-Aug. 1908
341 Sept. 1908-Mar. 1909
342 Apr.-Sept. 1909
343 Oct. 1909-Feb. 1910
344 Mar.-Dec. 1910

AREA 10
345 1798-1851
346 Jan. 1852-Dec. 1856
347 Jan. 1857-Dec. i860
348 Mar. l86l-Mar. 1887
349 Apr. 1887-Mar. 1888
350 Apr. 1888-Mar. 1889
351 Apr. 1889-Mar. 1890
352 Apr-Dec. 1890
353 Jan.-Dec. 1891
354 Jan. 1892-July 1893
355 Aug. 1893-Sept. 1894
356 Oct.-Dec. 1894
357 Jan.-Mar. 1895
358 Apr.-June 1895
359 July-Sept. 1895
360 Oct. 1895-Mar. 1896
361 Apr. 1896-June 1897
362 July 1897-Mar. 1898
363 Apr.-May 1898
364 June-Sept. 1898
365 Oct.-Dec. 1898
366 Jan.-Feb. 1&99
367 Mar. 1899
368 Apr. 1899
369 May-June 1899

11



Roll Area, Inclusive Dates Roll Area, Inclusive Dates

370 July-Aug. 1899
371 Sept. 1899
372 Oct. 1899
373 Nov. 1899
374 Dec. 1899
375 Jan.-Feb. 1900
376 Mar.-Apr. 1900
377 May 1900
378 June 1-20, 1900
379 June 21-30, 190C
380 July 1-15, 1900
381 July 16-31, 1900
382 Aug. 1-15, 1900
383 Aug. 16-31, 1900
384 Sept. 1900
385 Oct. 1900
386 Nov.-Dec. 1900
387 Jan.-Mar. 1901
388 Apr.-June 1901
389 July-Sept. 190J
390 Oct.-Dec. 1901
391 Jan.-June 1902
392 July-Oct. 1902
393 Nov. 1902-June 1903
394 July 1903-May 1904

395 June-Dec. 1904
396 Jan.-Oct. 1905
39T Nov. 1905-July 1906
398 Aug.-Dec. 1906
399 Jan.-Apr. 1907
400 May-Aug. 1907
401 Sept. 1907-Aug. 1908
402 Sept. 1908-Apr. 1909
403 May 1909-Dec. 1910

AREA 11
404 1775-1805
405 1806-37
406 1838-46
407 1847-60
408 1861-65
409 1866-1910

CONFEDERATE NAVY
410 Area 4,

411
412
413
414

Area 5,
Area 6;
Area 7,
Area 7,

Feb. lB6l-Sept. 1864
and

Jan. 1861-Feb. 1865
Mar. 1861-June 1865
Apr. 1861-Dec. 1862
Jan. 1863-May 1865

Area 8, Jan. l86l-Apr. 1865

GSA DC 7 3 - 9 5 6 9
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